CHAPTER VIII

GENERAL  CONSIDERATIONS   AND  CONCLUSIONS

FROM the rapid survey we have made of the problems which
have arisen between Japan and the various countries with

The new which she has come into contact, and of the
conditions m influence her rise as a world-power has had on

the East     the countries of the Eastj it is evident that the

most important question of modern times in the domain of
practical politics is the future relation of the East and the
West Not only have the developments which have taken
place in Japan been important in themselves and have pro-
foundly affected the economic conditions of the Far East,
but her example and her impact with other nations have
created a movement which is extending to every Asiatic
country, and the results are being felt in all quarters of the
globe. As a Hindoo writer has expressed it: " Since Japan
inflicted upon Russia a signal defeat, the entire Orient is
pulsating with a new life. All Asia seems to be vibrant
to follow in the wake of Japan." That there is evidence
of unrest from Tokyo to Constantinople cannot be rudely
denied, and the really interesting speculation concerns not
the fact which is patent, but its hidden or, at all events, its
still obscure causes. In a recent article in the Spectator the
question is asked, "What has thrown so many and such
quiescent peoples into an inexplicable fever of agitation?
Why, for instance, are the Chinese, who are independent,
and the Persians, who are the vainest of mankind, and the
Ottomans, who are a dominant race, and must lose their
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